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Chief, Adminisirative Jorvices 6 Pebruary 1952
Office of Gensral Counsel
Purchase of Cafeteria Zquipment

1, With reference to your memovanden of Janmary 3, 1952, cone
eurred in by 128, the attached requisition covering a muber of 1iems
of cafeterin eguipment and the estimate of cost of installation in
the subjeet plant, are hereby returncd to yous

2, In an effort to secure additional information pertaining to
applicable law and deeisions of the Cempiroller General, this office
had an informal conference with a member of the lepal staff of the
Genoral Accounting Office, Their views of the law may be summarized
as follows:

a» Cofeteria equivment is 8 mpeeific type of equip-
ment that may not be relegated to the category of general
equipment and procured under normal asthority for the purs
chase of emyipront,

be Authorization to purchase ecafeteria egquipment mst
be based on the determination that it is necessary to the
funetions of the Agoncye This need is rsuch greater than
assistance or aid or benefit and is asually reflected in
a specific asprepriastion or o mandate to subsist aployent,

¢e The General Accounting OfTice does not fecl that
a lunch room or a2 cafeteria normally comld be considered
a necessary adjvnet o the proper funstioning of a depart-
menit or a large bureau, The Comptroller General represent
stive did net feel that his office could ageept general
sacurity consideratiens as taking this Ageney ountside the
purview of regulations and determinations relating to the
purchase of cafetoriz equipment by other agencies.

£ithough the cited case was not four sguare with our present fect
situation, the rationale in eguslly applicable, (10 Comp,.Gen 140)

3, Under the normal coneepts of expenditure of fuwds, the pur-
chase and installation of the =mubject equipment iz lezally objlection
abls, However, inclusion in the Agency budget for fiseal year 1953
would eure the lezal defects aad you may wish to consider smch actions

s In the event it is/determined spoeifically that security o=
quirements are such as to réquire expenditures of this nature [or pro-
tection of claszified material, the e iz of course, residual suthority
under Seetion 10(b) of P. L. 110 for the use of unvouchered funds for
the purposes indicated. |
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